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Bluer and Greener 
  

Judy Garland playing Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz sang a inspiring song about how blue skies 
are somewhere over the rainbow. And when we are standing at the foot of a hill, the grass is 
sure to be greener on the other side. Having hope that better days are a head of us is a good 
motivator to keep moving. I like the idea of having a  curious mind that sparks adventure where 
we find exciting new things. Discoveries enrich our lives as we go further and deeper into the 
world about us. 

  
But then, after her fantastical journey through Oz, Dorothy did say over and over again, “There is no 
place like home.” A lot can also be said about what is familiar. It’s in the routines of life that are often dull 
that we slowly churn out our accomplishments. When it comes down to the last seconds of a basketball 
game and the score is tied, the player who is at the free throw line is confident because he has practiced 
the shot thousands and thousands of times. A concert pianist spends years going over a concerto measure 
by measure. Any great work is patiently and painstakingly accomplished with slow and diligent work.  

In the dark of winter with ice all around us. it would be nice to break away to some place that is tropical, I 
was reading an article about a woman who took off of work for a year and traveled the world. This 
woman gave tips about how to save for the year off of work and how to make plans, so the trip fulfills all 
expectations. In her article, there were two things that especially caught my attention.  

First, she said how she appreciated getting out of the same old stuff of her life, but 
she also said that her “free”  
schedule messed up her eating and sleeping. Our bodies work best when we eat at 
regular times and go to bed and wake up at the same hours of each day. I know the older I get the more 
that I need to follow strict habits. If I eat something spicey in the evening, I do not sleep well that night as 
my acid reflex starts acting up.  

The second thing I noticed in her artilce was that she made a list of the sights that she would like to see. 
What she found out was that many other people liked the same places. When she went to her favorite 
places, she had  to stand in lines to see the attraction and fight the crowds to take pictures. Many of the 
historical places had hotels and fast food restaurants surrounding the  sights. I sensed a little 
disappointment from the writer about the anticipation of hoping to find adventure in going to see ancient 
sights that have turned to be so commercial. 

Even with my acid reflex, I hope to do some traveling one day and experience different foods 
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and see many of the awesome sights that this planet has to offer. I want to get out of my routine that can 
get rather repetitive with the only variation of deciding if I should eat corn flakes or cheerios for 
breakfast. I can dream all day of far away places. Another character from another movie is Annie, and we 
identify with her when she sings, “I love you tomorrow.” And we can think about Scarlet O’Hara as she 
often said when she was deep in her problems, “I’ll worry about it tomorrow.” 

Often, when I am experiencing some problem in my life, I learned from a friend a long yime ago to hold 
up my hand and count each finger with each word of this phrase, “This too all shall pass.” We do have to 
admit that tomorrow will bring about changes. Nothing stays the same in life. With each new day, we can 
count on something happening that will move us to new things. 

God’s promise is that all things will work out for the good. So, I can see always living in the anticipation 
of tomorrow. But is it possible that we can spend so much of our time thinking about tomorrow that we 
lose sight of all the good that is happening now.  

Maybe life is not going so well for you at the moment, and the best thing is to only hope 
for a better tomorrow. As true as it is that God does give promises that things are always 
getting better for us, especially as we are getting closer to heaven each day, God has a lot 
to say to about what He gives us for this day. 
  

Yesterday, we were possibly in a situation where there was some conflict, and we were trying to work it 
out, so we can be moving to a  solution, or we were having some aches and pains, and we were hoping 
that we would be feeling better the next day. Maybe in the last few days, we have been discouraged and 
feeling low, and we want to have some happiness.   

As true as it is that some aches and pains are chronic and will probably only get 
worse with time. And because the solving of any problem is a process, and 
because life seems to be a lot of taking a step forward and taking two steps backward, 
we might think that we are not getting ahead in anything, 

At times, we know that  life can be tough, and you might be going through a hard 
time now, but you still can be convinced that life is good today. Most of the time life is a 
bag of up and downs with mixed thoughts and feelings. If times are leaving us 
feeling lost, we can always know God is giving us all that we need to get through our day. 

We are always standing firm because God in Christ Jesus is our rock of salvation. The earth may quake 
and cause buildings to collapse, but nothing can shake us off all that we have in Jesus. Our faith tells us 
the story of what Jesus has done for us and is doing for us.  
 

Every thing Jesus did when he was on earth was to make sure that we knew the 
love of God the Father. From Jesus’ teachings of the kingdom of God to his 
miracles, Jesus wanted us to see all the love and power of God in people’s lives. 
Also, Jesus had work to do for us that only he could do. Jesus went to the cross to 
take the punishment for our sins, and he rose on the third day defeating sin, eternal 
death, and Satan. Nothing has power over us. 

Everything that Jesus has is ours. Imagine walking into a bank 
and writing a check for any amount and receiving that money although you do not 
have the funds to cover it in your account. When we go to God for answers in 
prayer, God will answer them by giving us all of the grace, mercy, forgiveness, 
power, and strength in Jesus Christ. 

St. Paul had some affliction in his body, and he thought that he could serve God 
better if that problem was removed. It was not so much that he was looking for something bluer or 
greener, but he just wanted to do more in his ministry. God answered him by saying that all he needed 
was His grace.  
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moment that is filled with the grace of God that we go to whatever is next. Although life can be filled with 
tough times, it is certainly also filled with all the riches of God in Jesus Christ. Each day, all is bluer and 
greener for us all the way to heaven. 

 

A Message from the President 

Greetings Everyone, 

We have certainly had a pretty mild winter so far, and I hope I have not jinxed us by commenting. 
February is now ahead of us and we brace typically the worst of winter. The good news is February is the 
shortest month and we know that spring is just around the corner. I pray and give thanks for everyday 
God gives me and I pray that he continues to bless each of you also. 
   
I am writing this article in advance of our semi-annual voter’s meeting which will be held on January 26 . 
Since I am writing in advance of this meeting, I can only share  
what reports will be given, and I can share my personal feelings and perspectives as your chairman for the 
first half of our fiscal year here at St. Philip. 

During this meeting as in meetings past, I will ask Mrs. Tennis to comment and give us 
a report to the state of the school for the first half of the school year. My personal 
observations and comments are that the school is providing an excellent 
learning environment for all the children at St. Philip. I believe we made 
the correct choice to bring all our programs under one roof, and I think 

all the children are benefitting. We are still experiencing lower enrollment than what we 
would like to see, and the operation of the school continues to be the largest expense to the 
congregation. With this being said, the school remains our largest mission. I thank the entire congregation 
for your continued support of this mission and through marketing and recruitment efforts on many fronts, 
I pray that the school will grow. 

I will give a report as acting treasurer as to our financial condition. While we had projected a deficit going 
forward into 2020, I will cover the extent of the deficit. As you will recall, we had projected that if 
everything remained constant as to our projections into the 2020 fiscal year, we would expect a 
$28,000.00 deficit. What was not known at the time (June 2019) is that we had mistakenly underestimated 
expenses and our deficit would be projected to be $39,000.00.  I apologize for the mistake, and it was not 
the intent to mislead the congregation in anyway concerning the amount of our shortfall. I would like to 
comment again, that through the generosity of our loving and caring congregation, that this deficit could 
be much worse. I again want to take the opportunity to thank Mrs. Rana Krysik and Mr. Robert Miller for 
all their help in assisting me with all the treasurer’s duties, as without their help I would surely be 
overwhelmed.  While we voted in June to offer a Christian education to students through the continued 
operation of our school for fiscal 2020, we must eventually get to a zero deficit for its operation.  

Concerning the sale of the unused property (Early Childhood Center and adjoining parking lot), as I had 
mentioned before in previous Echo articles, the offer for purchase was accepted on November 6, and we 
have received the earnest money. We await the closing date and the conclusion of this process. Mr. 
Nabhani will comment more on the process during the meeting and will answer any questions that would 
arise. 

Karen Huston – Education, Karen Anderson – Social Ministry, and Nancy Bowman – Worship will each 
give a report to the activity within their commissions. We have a vacancy for the commission on 
Evangelism, so no report will be presented.  I will be commenting that the Board of Directors is made up 
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of volunteers who serve the St. Philip congregation with the compassion to serve God and their fellow 
members. I invite anyone from the congregation who would like to serve, to please contact me, as most of 
the current board is serving through extended terms as no replacement has come forward.  

As I mentioned in last month’s article, two design ideas for the lettering of the main body of the new St. 
Philip sign in front of church were presented for people to make a choice of what lettering they liked the 
best. I plan on taking a final vote at the voters’ meeting so that the sign can be lettered and placed as 
weather permits in early March. Remember, spring is just around the corner. By the way, all the new 
landscaping is complete and I hope all of you noticed how nice the area looked this fall and how 
appealing the beds will look come spring. 

Finally, I thank all of you for your continued support of the ministry here at St. Philip. I especially thank 
the body of volunteers for all you do with little recognition to serve St. Philip. Thank you to the faculty 
and staff for your commitment to St. Philip and the dedication to your position.  Continue to pray for the 

ministry of St. Philip and one another.   

Yours in Christ, 
Brian Tennis  
President 

  

St. Philip School Annual Report – January 2020 

Dear Members of the Congregation: 

This report will summarize the activities, programs, and staff of St. Philip from July through December 
2019. 

At the end of summer camp, staff and volunteers prepared the classrooms for the new school year.  We are 
so grateful for the help we received during this time.   

Some staffing changes took place prior to the beginning of the school year.  
Ms. Bowman resigned her call from St. Philip.  Mrs. Byrd and Mrs. Hanna 
retired.  We thank them for their service and dedication to St. Philip for 
many, many years.  Mr. Wickboldt moved to part-time status teaching 

6th-8th grades and serves as Athletic Director.  Mrs. Wickboldt joined our staff to teach 6th-8th grade in 
the mornings.       Mrs. Schau serves as 4th/5th grade teacher and music teacher for all grades.  I teach1st/
2nd grades in the morning, with office duties in the afternoon.  Miss Joseph serves as kindergarten teacher 
in the morning and teaching specials in the afternoon.  Miss Maanum teaches preschool/pre-kindergarten 
classes in the morning and kindergarten/1st/2nd grades in the afternoon.  In late fall, Mrs. Wickboldt 
stepped down from her teaching position.  Mr. McLane, who had been serving as a long-term substitute, 
now serves as the 6th-8th grade teacher in the mornings.   
  
Prior to the beginning of the school year staff participated in professional development opportunities.  
Early childhood staff and teacher assistants attended the Early Childhood Conference at Concordia 
University.  All teachers attended the CLEF Networking Conference at Walther Christian Academy. 
      
Our school year began with an opening worship service on August 25.  An ice cream social/art gallery 
showing of pottery pieces followed for church and school families.  The first day of school was August 
26. 

A total of 38 students began the school year.  More were registered; however, those 
families moved during the summer. The breakdown is as follows:  preschool/pre-
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kindergarten-12; Kindergarten-2; 1st grade-5; 2nd grade-2; 4th grade-4; 5th grade-6; 6th grade-2; 7th 
grade-3; 8th grade-2;.   Since then our numbers have increased.  An 8th grade student began after our 
winter break.  Two students (1st grader and preschooler) will begin on January 27.   

The theme for the 2018-2019 school year is “Live Joy:fully” based on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Chapel 
services reflect this theme.  Chapel buddies are used to help with our younger students.  This brings about 
a greater sense of community and closeness. 
 

Service is an integral part of our mission at St. Philip.  Each month a different class chooses 
a service project to support through chapel offerings and item collections.  Organizations 
such as Care for Real, Paws Chicago, and The Friendship Center in Lincoln Square received 
our chapel offerings from September through December.  In addition, these organizations 
also received items collected from school and church families.  On Giving Tuesday, we also 
raised funds to support Make a Wish Foundation.   

Program highlights include:  Spanish classes for all grades including preschool/pre-
kindergarten, trips to West Ridge Nature Preserve as weather permits; cooking classes for Kindergarten, 
1st/2nd grades; 4th/5th grade outdoor education at Walcamp; celebration of St. Philip Lutheran Schools 
Week in October, a trip to Feed My Starving Children; Thanksgiving lunch for school, congregation 
members, and alumni; Senior Book Buddies; caroling at Friedman Place at Christmas time; and, all 
classes visiting Pastor’s home for hot chocolate and a Christmas story.   

The PTL continues to sponsor monthly events for the families including a 
Night under the Stars, Pumpkin Decorating/Trunk ‘n Treat, Tailgating in the 
parking lot, Family Potluck and St. Nicholas Celebration.  Thanks to the Sr. Book 
Buddies, who helped with the St. Nicholas Celebration.  These events are always 
well attended and bring a greater sense of community. This year, new volunteers 
are stepping forward to assist with events and organizing new ones.  We are very 
grateful to all the volunteers who assist with these events.   
  
Students have several opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities including band, cross 
country, volleyball, and basketball.  St. Philip served as host to a volleyball and basketball tournament.  
We also hosted the winter band concert.  St. Philip also hosts Girl Scout troops with several attending 
from community schools.   

Students are invited to sing during our worship services several times during the year.  This year the entire 
school sang on September 15, and again, on November 3.  They also led the Advent services in 

December. The children’s voices added to the beauty of the services. 

Part of St. Philip’s mission is to open its doors to the community.  The gym is used 
for community basketball teams.  Our fine arts room is used by Rhodes Academy 
of Dance for dance classes.  During the Chicago Public School (CPS) strike in the 
fall, several band directors from Music Education Services, held band lessons at St. 
Philip for CPS their students.   
The Chicagoland Lutheran Educational Foundation provides huge support to St. 

Philip annually.  Scholarship assistance, professional development opportunities for 
staff and The Commission on Education, technology support, special education 
consulting, and coaching support for teachers and the principal are just some of the 
ways CLEF supports St. Philip.  St. Philip also received flexible seating and coding 
robots through CLEF’s Dream a Dream grant.  Another support has been providing 
salary offset for a part-time Marketing/Admissions position.  Mrs. Bateman joined 
our staff in October.  Since her short time on staff, Mrs. Bateman has updated 

marketing materials, created a new website, expanded our social media presence, especially on Facebook, 
and improved correspondence with the community organizations.  We are very grateful to CLEF for their 
support of St. Philip and our programs.     

A special word of thanks goes to all who share their many gifts and talents with St. 
Philip.  We have a faithful crew who continues to assist with moving and organizing 
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of items from the early childhood center and attic.  Thank you to our Sr. Book Buddies who read to our 
students every month.  Thank you to those who assist with maintenance tasks around school.  Thank you 
to our “Hot Moms” who provide hot lunch for our students each month.  Thank you to our staff for 
teaching our students and sharing their faith with the students and families on a daily basis.  Finally, thank 
you to St. Philip congregation for supporting the school through your prayers and continued giving of 
time and talents.   

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE COMING YEAR 
Continued Marketing 

Achieving badges in CLEF’s Medallion Program 
Begin self-study for National Lutheran School Accreditation 

We ask for your continued prayers and support as we work together for the glory of God.   

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 
Matthew 7:7 

We must have faith that God will open new doors for St. Philip so that we can spread the Gospel message 
to more people. 

Mrs. Donna Tennis 
Principal 

 
Lydia Guild 
By Barb Uber 

The Lydia Guild is having  a movie night on Tuesday, February 18th.  Snacks and a short business meeting 
begin at 6:30 pm.  The movie starts at 7:00 pm with plenty of popcorn.   Hope to see you there! 

 
Senior Book Buddies 

By Barb Uber 

Anyone who is free the morning of Wednesday, February 19th, come join the Sr. Book Buddies at 9:00 am 
in memorial hall.  We begin with coffee and fellowship and then at 9:30 am we will read to the 
preschoolers.  The children enjoy the individual attention and we have a rewarding experience. 

February -- A Step Into Saint Philip History 
By Gloria Messerschmidt 

FEBRUARY 18, 1962  -  Memorial Hall (Lower Level of Church) was rededicated in Remembrance of 
the Ministry of the 1st Pastor of Saint Philip, The Rev. William Ganske. 

FEBRUARY  21.  2016  -  The large wooden Cross, that we see in the Sanctuary, was dedicated in 
Memory of Mrs. Carol Burkett.  The Cross was designed and built by Mr. Lyle Burkett.  It stands 6 feet 
tall with a four-foot cross beam.  At the foot of the Cross is the indentation where Jesus’ feet would have 
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been nailed.  At the top of the Cross is a placard that reads INRI, Latin for “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  This Cross was a gift to Saint Philip from Mr. Burkett, 
a friend of Mr. Carl Caruthers, a member of Saint Philip.  A few days following 
completion of the Cross, Carol Burkett, suddenly suffered a fatal heart attack, at the 
age of 59. 

 
I recently read the following article in another church publication.  I found it insightful and I thought it 
would be very appropriate to share with everyone in your faith journey.   

Brian Tennis 
President 
   

Eternal Treasures 

An old epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have; what I spent, I had; what I kept, I lost.”  Obviously, this 
person had much wisdom.  He realized that, during his life, only that which was given to the Lord had any 
lasting value.  The things he had purchased while alive were used up and gone, and the possessions he 
owned at death were of no good to him then. 

Speaking to this subject, Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.  For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Jesus said that treasures on earth 
would not last.  The cars we buy will become dented and end up in the junkyard.  The clothes 
we wear will wear out.  Jesus said that we are to store up treasures in heaven or as the epitaph 
reads, “What I gave, I have.”   

Jesus tells us how to store up treasures in heaven.  “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy.  Provide 
yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not 
fail…” (Luke 12:33).  This is a radical call to use our goods not only for ourselves but also to help other 
people.  Giving to those in need is a way that we store up treasures in heaven.  What are these treasures?  
Well, what is the  only thing that goes to Heaven?  Is it gold and silver?  Maybe stocks and bonds?  How 
about that car or mansion?  No!  The treasure is people!  God is blessed and honored through our faithful 
giving.  Through our giving, the gospel is preached and taught, and souls are saved. 

In a quote from Joe Seaborn we read:  

In a real sense, giving to the cause of Christ is nothing more or less than laying aside eternal 
investments so that when we stand before Christ in heaven, we have gold, silver, and precious 
stones that we have been laying at His feet all along.  The crown that we talk about laying at His 
feet will just be one more thing that we give, our final offering, in a long string of offerings that 
began long before. 

May God grant us the wisdom and then the strength to store up for ourselves treasures in heaven rather 
than treasures here on earth. 
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February Birthdays 

3 – James Huston 
4 – Paul Wrenn 

5 – William Murphy 
6 – Christopher Pearson 

7–  Erik Andersen 
Daniel Nosko 

9 – Cynthia Hannon 
Margaret Larsen 

John Sebeck 
Rick Ziebarth 

14 – Lynne Carey 
Jacquline Nitti 

15 – Carolyn Tonkinson 
16 – Mark Iverson 

 

 

St. Philip Girl Scout News 
By Gigi Hansen 

Our scouts have been busy in December! 

                                                            

(L to R) Jessic Hader, Kayla Hansen, Kristen Roberts, Emily Schau, Laila Levy, Hannah Schau, Melissa Hader and Suzy Switzer. 

The older scouts went to see the musical “The Land of Forgotten Toys” produced by CPA Theatricals, Inc.  
Their mission is to serve under served populations in the theater community. For the last several years 
they have created  productions that star more females. They achieve this by incorporating strong female 
leads in their shows!  Go Girls! 
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(L to R) Michelle Chavez, Sophie Phan, Mia                                             Baby Zoe  
Kitterman, Alice Courson,Sandra Hall Ochango,  
Baby Zoe, Lyse Hall-Ochango, and Sueleia Rodriguez 

Our Daisies and Brownies welcome a new member+ to our troop!  Mia (in the purple shirt) joins us as a 
Daisy from Hayt School.  Alices's new sister, Zoe, is definitely a Girl Scout in training! 

 

February Service Assistants 

Nursery: 

February   2 – Dee Dee O’Connor 
February   9 – Karen Huston 
February 16 – Karen Anderson 
February 23 – Dee Dee O’Connor 

Lector: 

February   2 – Donna Tennis 
February   9 – Thom Paker 
February 16 – Lynn Walsh 
February 23 – Karen Huston 
February 26 – Lynn Walsh 

Acolyte: 

February   2 – Tre O’Connor 
February   9 – Theo Huston 
February 16 – Andrew V 
February 23 – Ty O’Connor 
February 26 – Hannah Schau 
  
Communion Assistants: 
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February   2 – David O’Connor & Tanner O’Connor 
February   9 – Thom DPaker & Chris Amundson 
February 16 – David O’Connor & Brian Tennis 
February 23 – Chris Amundson & Thom Paker 

Deacon & Ushers: 

February   3 – Joe Eipl (Deacon) 
           Theo Huston 
February   9 – Joe Eipl (Deacon)         
February 16 – Joe Eipl (Deacon) 
February 23 – Joe Eipl (Deacon) 
           Theo Huston 
February 23 – Joe Eipl (Deacon) 
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